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In this issue:  

Washington Canoe Club History on Zoom —P. 2. 
River access — P. 3 
Nominations—pp 4 & 5 
Tom McCloud Obit— P 6 

The river is back! In a day and a half the leaves 
fluttered down, leaving a a downstream view to Big 
Bend Park. I can actually see the campers at Swains 
and am only somewhat amused by the “swimming 
tent” abandoned by some creative campers who 
wanted a river side sand-bar site. After they left it 
(don’t know why) the river came up and the tent’s 
flooded remains are now flotsam to intrepid junk 
collectors and trash picker uppers yet to be 
determined. 

How can Covid be peaking again? How can it be 
that all we have sacrificed all summer has been in vain 
- that fear should be a guide when a stranger walks 
towards us. 

We had such lovely plans - Drool over this one — a 
holiday party at Swains Lockhouse using their fire ring 
and adding a separate fire pit to keep people distant. A 
lucky lottery would have determined who could spend 
the night. Now, Maryland says no gatherings over 25 
people putting party plans on the kibosh. We TRIED! 

Instead, Friday December 4, Chris Brown who just 
wrote a marvelous history of the Washington Canoe 
Club, is going to offer a zoom presentation of these 
historic paddling photos back to 1905! How does WCC 
relate to CCA? Simple. The CCA’s founding fathers 
were members of the WCC and lead whitewater trips. 
In order to organize the first whitewater race in 1956 
under the American Canoe Cruisers authorization, 
they partnered with the Sycamore Island Club and 
WCC for the race and then split off to form the Canoe 
Cruisers Association. 

Our Winter Zoom Party consisting of Chris Brown, 
combined with the election and hopefully some 
foolishness in the holiday spirit will constitute our 
meager but covid-healthy festivities. 

Happy Holidays to all. Keep paddling.  
SYOTR Barb 

The Chairman’s Cockpit: Coronavirus 

 
Watch the website  

(https://www.canoecruisers.org/)   
for Pop up trips.  

 

Editors Note: 
   I want to thank everyone for their help 
and support during my 10+ years as the 
editor of the Cruiser. 
   The day that Ed Grove came to me and 
asked if I could please fill in as editor for 
a few issues and I agreed, has turned into 
10+ years of doing this job.  
   Due to having to limit my online time for 
my eyes and an increased work schedule, I 
must say Goodbye. 
   I am sure the next Editor will be a good 
choice and all of us should support them 
in their journey.  
   I will continue to design the t-shirts for 
the Downriver Race for the foreseeable 
future and hope to see many of you at the 
Downriver Race or at social events once 
the Covid issues are resolved.  
  Thank you again for your support. 
Joan Goodbody 
Cruiser Editor—retired after this issue.  
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Ed Gertler has done another Miracle.  
 
Friday, December 4, 2020, 7:00 pm. 

 
Join your friends in another Zoom presentation, one that we hope will be a consolation prize for 2020’s 

disruption of our holiday party tradition. Our special guest is Chris Brown. Chris has just published a book 
on the Washington Canoe Club. 

 
The Washington Canoe Club has been a landmark on the Georgetown waterfront of the nation’s 

capital for over a century. Its iconic Victorian boathouse, now listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, has survived floods and fires as well as changing land uses along the Potomac shoreline. 

 
The canoe club is best known for its prowess and as a pioneer in national and international paddling 

competition, from introducing canoeing as an Olympic sport in 1924 to bringing women fully into 
competitive paddling. But the story is also one of the coming of age of outdoor recreation and social clubs 
in America’s cities, where, post–Civil War, people came to enjoy new leisure time and “physical culture” in 
a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

 
Also, according to Barb Brown, de facto CCA historian, it was a collaboration of effort by Washington 

Canoe Club and Sycamore Island Club that lead to the formation of CCA. 
 
As for the speaker, Chris fell in love with canoeing 50 years ago while teaching school in Chicago. 

Since then, on vacations and through jobs in river conservation with American Rivers, the National Park 
Service, and the US Forest Service, he has paddled in all 50 states. Its unique history and riverfront 
location drew him to the Washington Canoe Club in 1990. He is an honorary life member of the club, 
whose collections and family albums largely provided the assemblage of images in this book. 

 
https://paddlersguides.wordpress.com/ 

Boathouse 
c.1920. 
Now on 
National 
Register of 
Historic Places.  
Taken from  
Website. 
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River Access – C&O Canal Rewatered at Viole es, Loudoun Parks and Goose Creek by Alf Cooley 

In the month since the last Cruiser, the Access Committee spent an hour on 21 October presenting 
our thoughts on Zoom to the leadership of the C&O Canal Park for improving access across and along 
the lower Canal to the Potomac.  We introduced the Club to the new Supervisor Tina Cappetta and 
described how vital the Canal is, especially to our “loop trips” at Seneca Breaks and Little Falls.  We 
showed deterioration of some key put-ins and offered ideas for improvement.  The 34-page 
presentation can be found on the CCA website at the River Access tab.  River access  As we seek to 
build on this new beginning, inviting the park people out to see how we use the Canal, the level in the 
critical Pennyfield level was dropped.  Our immediate inquiry was quickly answered – and the Canal 
people quickly restored the level.  We’ll keep working to improve the C&O’s advance notice to the 
boating community. 

On Goose Creek, a promising beginning was made with Loudoun County Parks, now engaged in 
a ten-year plan.  Their Chief of Plans says they fully intend to include the Creek as one of their “blue 
water trails” (others are Virginia Catoctin and Broad Run) and are open to suggestions for specific 
improvements.  He was glad to hear of our paddling club and our detailed knowledge of the Goose.  We 
forthwith sent him relevant pages from Corbett, Grove, and Ettinger and links to the CCA maps – and 
American Whitewater’s description of the creek.  We have asked all CCA members with knowledge to 
contact the Park with ideas.  As we ascertain how the Parks’ plans are progressing, the CCA will discuss 
its access ideas with them.  Seven of us went down it at 615 cfs on 12 November – see the Trip report 

Canal in all its glory by Barb Brown 

https://canoecruisers.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=2154&club_id=394800&item_id=14592
https://canoecruisers.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=2154&club_id=394800&item_id=14592
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Alf at Sycamore 

 

Upcoming 2020 CCA Election  
    The Steering Committee members Lisa Fallon, Risa 
Shimoda, and Marilyn Jones put forth a nominating 
committee for the upcoming election.   
 
    The 2020 Nominating Committee consisted of Alf 
Cooley, Miki Komlosh, Jill MacNiece, Ginny Quam, and 
committee chair Marilyn Jones.  Lisa Fallon was our 
advisor.   
 
    The 2020 Nominating Committee is pleased to submit 
the following nominations:   
 

Chair — David (Cotton) Cottingham 
Secretary — Jen Sass 
Treasurer — Jim Landfield 
Membership — Ginny DeSeau 
 

    Their candidate statements are below.   
 
     Nominations are now open from the membership.  

Please submit your nominations for these positions to 
Marilyn Jones (marilyn1998@gmail.com).  Please be 
sure to put the word “Nomination” in the subject line.   
The final deadline for nominations by the general 
membership is November 27th.   

 
The 2020 election will be held electronically using our 
CCA club website, canoecruisers.org.  The election 
will take place the first week of December.   You will 
receive an email with a link to the ballot, and in order 
to vote, you will have to log into canoecruisers.org.  
Please familiarize yourself with your website 
credentials prior to December! 

 

 

Chair Candidate Statement:   
David (Cotton) Cottingham  
 I’ve been a member of CCA since the early 1980s.  My 

ac vity with the Club and paddling, generally, have 

waxed and waned during those years as I raised my 

family and worked.  Since re ring in 2015, I have 

become a more ac ve CCA member.  I regularly kayak 

with the Thursday group, o en coordina ng trips.  I 

am ac ve on the River Access Commi ee through 

which I have represented CCA at mee ngs with NPS 

and others to improve access around Harpers Ferry.   I 

will seek to: 

·      strengthen CCA through its membership 

and visibility, 

·      represent CCA before NPS and other 

agencies, and the public, and 

·      ensure CCA con nues to advocate for 

strong policies and prac ces to protect water 

quality in the rivers and streams we all cherish. 

 During my professional career, I worked for more 

than 30 years on Federal endangered species, marine 

mammal, and other natural resoure conserva on 

programs at the Na onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administra on (NOAA), the Na onal Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS), the Department of the Interior, the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service, the White House Council 

on Environmental Quality, and the Marine Mammal 

Commission. 

I’m honored to be asked to serve as CCA President 

and look forward to mee ng more Club members. 
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Jen Sass  

I am Jennifer Sass. Thank you for 
considering me as a nominee to the 
position of Secretary for the 
Canoe Cruisers Association. I have 
served in this position since January 
2017. I have missed only one Board 
meeting in the almost four years that 
i've held this position, and have 
always come away incredibly 
impressed by the hard-work and 
dedication of the Board, committee 
leaders, and members in shaping and 
growing the CCA. In particular, during 
this complicated year of the 
pandemic, the Board and committees 
have doubled down to provide trips, 
expand conservation support, and 
fight for river access. I am pleased 
and honored to be a part of such a 
wonderful organization. 

 
Treasurer Candidate Statement:   
Jim Landfield  

I have been the Treasurer for about 4 
years now. My academic background 
includes education relevant to this 
position. An MBA in finance, a 
Masters in International Relations 
defended in front of the Economics 
department. I have taught accounting 
classes at a major University. 
Professionally, I have always basically 
been in a finance and accounting role. 
Doing such things as finance 
analyses, budgets, managing 
investments, accounting and 
bookkeeping. I currently run a firm 
that does finance and accounting 
work. And that has kept me off the 
river. But I do own two boats, a canoe 
and flat bottom whaler-type. And they 
have been in water this year, multiple 
times, with me in them. I may be 
uniquely qualified because I would bet 
I am the only member of CCA who 
has paddled the Ottertail and Pelican 
rivers in Minnesota. 

Membership Candidate Statement:   
Ginny DeSeau  

I started paddling my whitewater 
canoe in the early 1990’s. After 
taking lessons with Dave Brown, I 
knew that I would not be happy in a 
tandem canoe and promptly bought 
my own OC-1. I joined the CCA there
-abouts, I also quickly learned that 
the paddling community is a great 
way to find really fun trips and to 
meet really interesting and diverse 
people. I started volunteering and the 
story just grows from there – I’ve 
gladly served as Secretary, 
President, Membership Chair/
Director and any number of other 
roles as needed. This club is a 
volunteer organization and I 
appreciate how we all thrive from the 
input of so many dedicated people. 
None of us could keep CCA going 
alone or even do our respective roles 
alone – it is my pleasure to contribute 
what I can along with all the others 
who keep CCA going. 
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Pool Rolling classes 
Due to Covid, No classes 
have been scheduled 
Watch the website and  
For emails if any changes 

Tom, who spoke at the CCA 
meeting in October, has offered the 

Club 40% of the price of his books 
sold if you live within a 250 miles 
radius of the Clara Barton 
Community Center. He clarifies: 

     "As to the fundraiser, all the 
books listed at and ordered through 
this website only: 
www.vishnutemplepress.com are a 
part of the fundraiser." 

Purchasing through Amazon does not raise funds 
for the Club, as Amazon takes the 40%.  

More Sad News, Tom McCloud has passed. 
Photo below by Barb Brown. 
He was a vital member of the paddling community working through the 
Monocacy Canoe Club.  
 
Statements on Monocacy Canoe Club Members.  
Kathy Strelesky  said. 

I loved Tom's crustiness. Still remember his 
description of a canoe camping trip in the Canadian 
Wilderness: "Food was fuel." He was a trusted trip leader. 
I still remember one winter trip when we searched for 
water, and wound up sliding over ice in a class 1-2 
seldom run creek in Western Maryland until we gave up 
and went home. Also great memories of Tom and Bob 
Raab leading a canoe camping trip in Maine. Loved 
paddling the St Croix and sleeping on the Canadian side 
one day and American side the next. He was an important 
member of the Monocracy Canoe Club. Gone too soon. . .  
 
Rich Conde remarked:  

His [Tom’s] passing was a huge shock. I had just seen him less than 
2 weeks prior to that and he seemed fine, had recently bought an F350 to 
use with his truck camper, he was restoring another antique canoe, was 
still paddling ... He will be missed, he was a super interesting guy and I 
always enjoyed being around him. Yes, just the right amount of 
"crustiness". 
 
I remember that trip; we first went to Sideling Hill Creek and it was 
frozen solid. Then we tried Licking Creek; it looked open (not frozen) 
but when we paddled a short distance we discovered that there was a few 
inches of water over solid ice. 
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Submissions to the Cruiser 
Should be made via e-mail to newsletter@canoecruisers.org,  or directly to 

the editor at jodyg13@hotmail.com or submitted on disk, or typed for scanning. 
No special formatting is required and is discouraged, also use plain easy to read 
text (fonts) such as arial or times new roman. Single spaced preferred. Photos—
are strongly encouraged and can be e-mailed (preferred), or snail-mailed. Color 
photos are preferred. 
Advertisements: Classified Ads—The first 5 lines are free. Each additional line 
is 75 cents per line. Send classified ads to newsletter@canoecruisers.org; Lost & 
Found—No charge. Give-Aways—No charge. Paddlers Flea Market—on the 
web at canoecruisers.org—No charge.  Display Ads—Special Rates are 
available regular prices: Quarter page $40, half page $75, full page $150, insert 
$300-$450. Display ads can be submitted via e-mail, 3.5” disk or CD-R. Hard 
copy ads will be scanned. Advertisers receive a link on our web site. For 
additional information, e-mail newsletter@canoecruisers.org, or 
advertising@canoecruisers.org or call Joan Goodbody, editor at 703-887-5013. 
Payment—must be received prior to publication. Mailing Address—Cruiser 
Editor, Canoe Cruisers Association, c/o Virginia DeSeau  1105 Highwood Rd., 
Rockville, MD 20851 or  direct to editor  at:  TBD 

CCA Event 
Schedule and 
Calendar   
Check Trip 
schedule at 
website for trips 
at: 

http://www.canoecruisers.org    
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Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington, DC 
c/o Virginia DeSeau   
1105 Highwood Rd.,  
Rockville, MD 20851 

Attention 
Deadline for  
Next Issue: 
Jan/Feb issue 
January 4, 2021 
Please check website for any 
changes.  

 

 
Instruction coming this Spring and Summer (we 
hope) by Mark Wray 
 

Following a long tradition of instruction the CCA will be 
offering canoe lessons this coming Spring and Summer (we 
hope).  Classes will be the first Sunday of each month May 
through September starting at 9:00 AM.  We'll meet at Rileys 
Lock and paddle Seneca Creek.  This class is open to all levels 
of paddlers.  The class leader will be Mark Wray who is an 
ACA Level Four Tandem instructor and a Level Two Solo 
Instructor.  Feel free to contact me for more 
information, redshoestwo@juno.com 703-395-6061.  

  
We are seeking a kayak instructor to offer beginner 

classes as well.  

Needles Class 2019 top 
Beginners class 2015  




